

















1.1 million
persons in
Somalia fled
their homes
due to the

fighting
between
Islamists
and
Government.

by legal organizations and journalistic
institutions. Many children and students
were victims in these massacres. A
massacre took place on a crossroads
where more than ten children were
killed and many other students were
injured. At another school, students
who were between four and twelve
years old were attacked. Some of them
were killed and others were kidnapped.
One article is not enough to mention
them all.

Nowadays the attacks against children
in Somalia are increasing even after
Islamic parties have come to power.
Many Somali citizens thought they
would end of the war. The attacks are
still happening between groups which
claim that they are Islamic. The victims
of this fighting are children, elders and
women.

Somalis don't like the new faces in
policy. In the past, suffered for more
than 25 years because of warlords and
tribal militias. Nowadays, we are
suffering more than before because of
the tribes’ chiefs and tribal militias --
both of them hide behind a religious
face.

Remember what ALLAH says in Qur'an:

"O my Servants who have transgressed
against their souls! Despair not of the

Children in Somalia

Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all
sins: for He is Oft- Forgiving, Most
Merciful.”

We wish the children in Somalia the
best and a better future. But if we
consider the intellectuals’ opinions, as
well as the children’s opinions, we
understand that there is no hope in
Somalia’s future. Although | am away
from Somalia, | still ask myself these
guestions. Who is responsible for all the
problems in Somalia? Who is helping
them to find a way out from the current
problem?

Hunger and scarcity of medical supplies
have gotten so bad in Somalia that a
representative of UNHCR declared to
journalists in an interview in Geneva:
“We are facing now in Somalia the last
ten years' worst crisis.” Then he added:
“45 percent of Somalia’s citizens suffer
from malnutrition. In mid - and
southern Somalia, 24 percent of
children under the age of five suffer
from massive malnutrition. 1.1 million
persons in Somalia fled their homes
due to the fighting between Islamists
and government.”

The UNHCR representative was afraid
that the world won’t do anything to help
Somalia.



REFUGEE VOICES is a forum for

refugee writers and artists to share
their opinions and perspectives. The

Submissions

We invite you to share your knowledge,
experiences and art. If you're thinking about

opinions, beliefs and viewpoints intiand : s
submitting in your native language, we will

expressed by the various authors and
artists in this newsletter do not make every attempt possible to publish the

necessarily reflect the opinions, beliefs original and a translation. If you're interested

and viewpoints of Helsinki Citizens’ in submitting, please contact us at

Assembly or its funders. refugeeaid@hyd.org.tr or at 0212 292 48 30.

Thank You
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